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‘This summer marked the 50th
anniversary of the of the Coast
Guard cutter Storis’ historic first
circumnavigation of North
America, including the first

through the

This golden anniversary
served as the trigger for long-
time Algiers businessman Dick
Juge to write the book “The His-
toric Morthwest Passage.” Juge
was a crew member on the voy-

age and through the book nar-
rates his and his rec-
ollections about the cruise
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Juge haa been involved in
community service

Kiwanis Club of “Algiers.
and former shipmate James
“Jonesy™ Jones recently spoke
about the book at a Kiwanis
Morning Edition | It was
one of the more packed meet-
ings, as Juge's wife, Nancy,
la-aughtnhmga - section.
uge said that in the past, he
had built sevenl Tﬁab sites for

mates via the Internet. Juge
said, “I thought, “Why don’t I
just put this book on the In-
ternet and invite those ship-

. mates who want to

participate.”
This is how they were able to

m"l‘

. the book, Juge recons-
t:ruct.s the voyage through his
photos, letters that he wrote
home to his mother, Times-Pic-
ayune articles from the time eb-
serving the historic event, as well
as letters and photos from seven
othar shipmates. The book in-

cludes reprints of several letters
that provide a glimpse of life
aboard a Coast Guard cutter.
Storis, a Scandinavian name
taken from the Eskimo word si-
means “great ice.”
Today, members of the crew
are working to convert the CGC
Storis into a museum. In addi-
tion to its historie significance,
Storis served as convoy support
to ships in the Atlantic before
and during World War II. As a
museum, former crew members

See ALGIERS, Page 8

Forum will
feature
House,
Senate

GCON

races

ALGIERS, firom Page 1

anid they would like to have the
ship docked in Juneau, Alaska,
and available for tours to passan-

or of cruize ships that visit the
area. In commenting about Juo-
neau, Juge said, “Honestly, if T
wasnt such a hecm.el)oth; I eoulkd
have move to Alaska as it is just
meredlb]y beautiful. They, too,
enjoy preat fishing.'”

The Nortinvest

: Passage across &
the archipelago has changed in
the past 50 years. The Arctic
pack ive prevents regular marine
shipping throughout the year,
but climate change due to global
warming is reducing the pack ice
and may eventually make the
waterways more navigable. Since
2000, many ships have been able
to take advantage of the thinning
summer ice cover to make the
crossing. Scientists say they be-
Hewve that in 20 to 30 years it may

The LS. Coast Guard cutter Storis is shown 50 years ago as it |

charted the first deep-channel navigation through the Arctic

Ocean.

be possible that the Morthwest
Passage will beeomeawabbal—
e to the Pa
Juge thanked PI,IIIS Robert,
; member of Our Lady of
HnlyCrwosaCollege fior her help
the book. In-:lumng,Ju,ge
aaid, “1 had a good Coast Guard

and you look back on it, it was
tervific.”

“The Historie Northwest Pas-
sapge” is self-published and avail-

able through Juge, local book- |
AmAEon. coim.

stores or



